OLD LOVE STORIES RETOLD

great house of Colonna, which in its struggle with
its papal rivals the Farnese found itself finally
worsted. The castles of the Colonna were seized,
and Vittoria, herself under the surveillance of the
Holy Office, retired to the Benedictine Convent of
St. Anne dei Funari (now Dei Falegnami), where
she remained till her death.

Michael Angelo is supposed to have sketched her
during these last sad years, and the portrait of her
which survives, with the mark of his pupil Marcello
Venusti upon it, is judged to have been merely
coloured by that artist. Grimm, who says, " I
believe none other but Michael Angelo could thus
have represented Vittoria," gives this vivid descrip-
tion of the portrait: " We have before us an aged
woman. There is no longer the fair hair, which
once invested her with such charm : a white,
widow's veil, brought low down upon her brow,
envelops her head, and falls over her bosom and
shoulders. A tall figure, dressed in black velvet,
upright, and sitting without support on a chair,
the circular, simply formed back of which is grasped
in front by her right hand, while the other is lying
on an open book in her lap. There is a grand
repose in her features, a slightly painful compression
about the eyes and mouth. She appears aged, but
not decrepit; and the deep lines which fate had
drawn are noble and energetic.57

Michael Angelo was to survive his friend for
twenty years, years in which he was still to produce
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